Extended care in nursing homes: a program for a county teaching medical center.
A continuity care program for patients in nursing homes using internal medicine residents in training has been developed in a county teaching hospital. Resident physicians on a paid basis assume primary care responsibility for 1000 patients in 29 private community nursing homes. A faculty internist coordinates the activities of the residents and monitors patient care through an extended care office in the county hospital. The program has produced a significant upgrading of the continuity and quality of care of patients in these nursing homes as well as providing medical residents with geriatric and nursing home experience. The increased sensitivity and concern for the needs of nursing home patients developed by the medical residents seems to continue after they complete their training.